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Elected officials have been working on the following:

June
Approved Agreement with Yakima County for Technology Services
Approved Contract with Northwest Infrastructure for Utility Iron
Raising for 2019-2022
Appointed Wendy Van Der Meersche as City Clerk
Approved Inclusion of Arlington School District Capital Facilities
Plan in Comprehensive Plan
Approved Inclusion of Lakewood School District Capital Facilities
Plan in Comprehensive Plan
Denied Riar Rezone Request
Denied Tic-Toc Rezone Request
Awarded Concession License for Legion Park Depot
Adjusted equipment replacement schedules for streets and
airport
Waived land use fees for the 2019 Arlington Fly-In event
Approved amendments to the City’s shoreline master program
Awarded bid for Runway 11/29 rehabilitation project to Lakeside
Industries
Approved hiring a commissioned police officer in 2019 instead of
2020
Reappointed Chad Clay to the Citizens Salary Review Commission
July
Administered oath of office to new police officer Timothy
Zachman
Approved Agreement with Marysville Fire District 12 for Battalion
Chief Services
Declared two vehicles from utilities as surplus and authorized
their sale or disposal
Reappointed Stephanie Dickson and appointed Jamie Coupaud to
Library Board
August
Appointed Shirley Case and Jennifer Egger to Lodging Tax
Advisory Committee
Awarded bid for Terrace Park Renovation project to Diverse
Contractors
Awarded bid for Merchants Parking Lot repaving project to
Fidalgo Paving
Approved placing an advisory vote on fireworks on the November
General Election ballot
Declared the City’s intent to authorize a sales and use tax rebate
for affordable and supportive housing
September
Approved agreement with Western Washington University for a
downtown corridor plan
Approved agreement with Northwest Innovation Resource Center
for technical assistance for entrepreneurs and inventors and
programming at TheLab@arlington
Approved agreement with Blue Marble for recycling education
and promotion
Approved contract with Southern by Design Contractors to
maintain Arlington Municipal Cemetery
October
Appointed Austin Dudley to Lodging Tax Advisory Committee
Awarded bid for purchase of Lift Station 15 to Whitney Equipment
Company, Inc.
Reappointed Alec Villa, Grace Williams, Enija Reed, Jaea
Davidson, and Grace Saenz and appointed Laura Meno and
Aristala Heaton to Arlington Youth Council
Approved agreement with North County Fire for Shared
Community Resource Paramedic Program
Approved agreement to provide a Captain to Arlington Rural (Fire
District 21)
Accepted a recycling grant from Department of Ecology
Closed out the Arlington Valley Road project
Accepted a Stormwater Grant from Department of Ecology
Approved agreement with Arlington Public Schools for a Summer
Internship Program
Approved purchase of a virtual training system for Arlington
Police

City Meetings

Message from the Mayor
What a busy year of construction the City has had! We’ve
completed some major projects in 2019, including the Splash
Pad at Haller Park, street projects, repaving the Merchants
Parking Lot, and renovating the terraces at Terrace Park.
Looking ahead to 2020 and beyond, there is more work to do,
with the construction of a roundabout on 204th St NE at 77th
Avenue NE, the Washington State Department of Transportation
widening of SR-531, and acquiring funding for a new
roundabout on SR-530 at Smokey Point Blvd, to name a few.

Included in this edition of the Arlington Update is information
on the transportation projects that the City is planning for
over the next 20 years, and the new approach that the City is
taking to evaluate and update this list on an annual basis. The
approach is holistic, overlaying where growth and development is likely to occur with areas
where current traffic issues exist and locations that need repairs and maintenance.

One of the top complaints that the City receives from the community is speeding. Included
inside are details on the City’s experiment with speed radar signs to slow traffic speeds. This
is the City’s first foray into using these signs, so we will be using data we have collected over
time to see if they are indeed effective. If they are, the City may pursue installing signs in
additional locations.
The City’s Community Outreach Team to address the opioid epidemic is continuing to
see positive results. New data on the team’s successes is available inside. Many local
residents continue to ask me how they can positively impact the lives of those in need in
our community without supporting an individual’s addiciton. Information on how you can
support those in need in our community without funding their addiction is provided inside.

One of my highest priority projects has been to address the traffic safety issues that have
developed on SR-530 at Smokey Point Blvd. The City Council, City staff, and I have been
working hard with Snohomish County, the Stillaguamish Tribe, WSDOT, and the Washington
State Legislature to construct more permanent fixes to this problem. We have provided
contacts for you to also help us address this problem, as well.
Late breaking news is featured below, announcing that the City will not be increasing
property taxes in 2020. This decision has been made after reviewing the City’s 20 year
financial projections and the current state of the local economy.

The Arlington Update only includes a small number of pieces on the important work we are
doing here at the City of Arlington. I encourage you to sign up for our e-newsletter to receive
weekly updates about City of Arlington efforts. Visit www.arlingtonwa.gov/enews to sign up.
Mayor Barb Tolbert

No City Property Tax Increase Included in 2020 Budget

As directed by the City Council, the 2020 budget is being updated to include no increases to the
City’s property tax rates. The recommendation from Mayor Tolbert and City Administrator Paul
Ellis to keep property tax rates the same came at the October 28, 2019 City Council Workshop
review of the 2019-2020 budget amendments and modifications. Mayor Tolbert, in making the
recommendation to the Council, noted that consumer spending remains robust in Arlington, new
construction is steady, and job growth is strong. “Our department directors have also continued
to hold the line on spending so I feel confident that we can keep property tax rates the same for
2020.”
The property tax rates place Arlington in the middle of the pack among Snohomish County cities.
The City Council is expected to formally set the property tax rates for 2020 at the November 18,
2019 Council meeting. Amendments and modifications to the 2019-2020 bienninal budget are
scheduled to be approved on December 16, 2019.

Check our website calendar for the latest information

City Council Meeting 1st & 3rd Mondays at 7 p.m. Council Chambers 110 E Third St. 360-403-3441
City Council Workshop 2nd & 4th Mondays at 7 p.m. Council Chambers 110 E Third St. 360-403-3441
Airport Commission 2nd Tuesdays at 7 p.m. Airport Office 18204 59th Dr NE 360-403-3470
Cemetery Board the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 2:30 p.m. at the Cemetery Office 360-403-3428
Civil Service Commission 1st Wednesdays at 9 a.m. Council Library 110 E Third St. 360-403-3439
Library Board Meets quarterly at 5:30 p.m. Council Library 110 E Third St. 360-403-3441
Parks Arts & Recreation Commission 4th Tuesdays at 6 p.m. Council Chambers 110 E Third St. 360-403-3448
Planning Commission 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7 p.m Council Chambers 110 E Third St. 360-403-3435

Mayor’s Office: 360-403-3441
Mayor: Barb Tolbert
btolbert@arlingtonwa.gov
City Council Members:
Jesica Stickles
jesicas@arlingtonwa.gov
Joshua Roundy
joshr@arlingtonwa.gov
Debora Nelson
deboran@arlingtonwa.gov
Sue Weiss		
suew@arlingtonwa.gov
Marilyn Oertle
marilyno@arlingtonwa.gov
Mike Hopson		
mikeh@arlingtonwa.gov
Jan Schuette
jans@arlingtonwa.gov

Arlington Sets Plan to Invest $168 Million
in Transportation Improvements
Over Next 6 Years
It’s no secret that traffic congestion is a major issue that affects the
quality of life for Arlingtonians. As infrastructure investments seem
challenged at every level of government, Federal, State, County and
local, we are taking a different approach to planning transportation
improvements.

Each year the City of Arlington is required to review its plan for
investing in transportation improvements in the next six years,
including tackling congested areas, adding new roadways, and
enhancing amenities for pedestrians and cyclists. This document,
called the City’s Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP), is required
to be updated annually with realistic expectations of what can be
accomplished with available funding.

This year we approached the update of our TIP by looking at the plan
holistically over a 20-year horizon, overlaying where growth and
development is likely to occur or occurring, targeting traffic issues,
planning for sidewalks and trails, and continuing our plan to repair and
repave roadways that are in need.
This new plan identifies over $168 million in transportation
improvements to be completed in the next six years. Our investments
over the next six years will primarily address our most challenging
corridors in Smokey Point, Island Crossing, Kent Prairie, and the area
surrounding the Airport.

In Smokey Point, our plan includes projects that address congestion.
The widening of SR-531 (172nd St NE) from 43rd Avenue NE to
67th Avenue NE is currently under design by the Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT). This project is fully funded
and construction is set to begin in 2021. In our plan, we have also
included a project to expand SR-531 between 67th Avenue NE and
SR-9 in partnership with WSDOT and Snohomish County. Also under
way are projects to complete secondary access roads on 40th Avenue
NE, 169th Street NE, and 173rd Avenue NE to provide alternative
roadways to 172nd Street NE to address congestion and increase
access in Smokey Point. These projects are being constructed by
the developments occurring in the immediate area as part of their
requirements to address impacts to the transportation system. The City
will also complete a corridor study of Smokey Point Boulevard between
174th Street NE and 188th Street NE. This study will determine the
best way to move traffic on Smokey Point Boulevard and through the
neighborhoods in the immediate area, determining the appropriate
number of travel lanes for all modes of transportation and addressing
safety issues.
In Island Crossing, we are working in partnership with WSDOT,
Snohomish County, and the Stillaguamish Tribe to construct a
roundabout on SR-530 to the east of Smokey Point Boulevard. The
City has installed a temporary signal on the west end of Smokey Point
Boulevard and SR-530 to make the intersection safer while a more
permanent solution for the entire corridor, including intersections at
59th Avenue NE and 211th Place NE, need to be designed and funded.

In the Kent Prairie area, we will be constructing a new roundabout on
204th Street NE at 77th Avenue NE to address significant safety and
mobility issues. This project is fully funded and will be constructed
in 2020. We have also designed a new signal for the intersection of
204th Street NE and 74th Avenue NE to address significant safety and
mobility issues that is awaiting funding.

Near the airport, we are increasing mobility for pedestrians and
cyclists, with the installation of new sidewalks to connect the Boys and
Girls Club and adjacent parks with the 188th St NE trail, the Centennial
Trail, and the Airport Trail. To the east of the airport, developers are
also adding a new roadway to help reduce traffic on 59th Avenue NE
and 172nd Street NE.
In total, the city has 48 projects programmed to complete within
the next six years, and over 70 projects planned for the next 20-year
horizon. These projects will be reviewed annually and adjustments to
the priority projects will be made when necessary.

Our challenge will continue to be that we are surrounded on all four
sides by State owned roadways; we will need to work directly with
WSDOT and the state legislature to ensure the roads that lead to
Arlington are addressed in both our plan and theirs. This is the work
your elected officials and city staff do for you in Olympia each year,
tirelessly advocating for a portion of our tax revenues to come back
to the community in infrastructure investment. Mayor Tolbert has
already begun meeting with high level WSDOT officials and our 39th
District legislators.

The City’s six year TIP and our 20-year plan are available on our
website at www.arlingtonwa.gov for your review. If you have any
questions regarding the six-year TIP or our plan for transportation
improvements over the next 20 years, we encourage you to contact us.

Arlington Receives Clean Financial
and Accountability Audits for 2018
In September, the City of Arlington received notification from the
Washington State Auditor’s Office (SAO) that the City has received
clean financial and accountability audits for 2018.

Stated Mayor Tolbert, “We are pleased to hear that for the fourth
year in a row the SAO issued a clean audit after reviewing the City’s
finances, financial reporting, and accountability.”

The SAO reviewed the City’s financial condition and processes, as
well as areas representing the highest risk of fraud, loss, abuse, or
noncompliance. The auditors paid special attention to employee
wages, leave balances and accruals; the City’s payroll and cash
receipting system conversion; the use of restricted building and land
use permit fees; water and sewer billings, collections, and adjustments;
travel expenditures; and the City’s general financial condition and
fiscal sustainability.
The audit reports highlighted the hard work by City staff to ensure
compliance with all state financial reporting requirements and
safeguarding of public resources from fraud, loss, or abuse. The report
states in part, “In those selected areas, City operations complied with
applicable state laws, regulations, and its own policies, and provided
adequate controls over the safeguarding of public resources.”
The audit reports from 2015 through 2018 are available by visiting the
City’s website at http://arlingtonwa.gov/647/Annual-State-Audits.

The Easiest Way to Pay Your City of Arlington
Utility Bill: Xpress Bill Pay

Want to save time and have more flexibility in how you pay your utility
bill?
If you have an internet connection and an email address, you can pay
your bill online. You are also able to “opt in” to paperless billing and
receive an email notification when your bill is ready to view. It is fast,
it is easy, and you no longer have to write a check each month or find a
stamp when it is time to send in your payment.
HOW IT WORKS
When you sign up for online bill payment, you will create a secure
password that you use to access your personal account at www.
xpressbillpay.com. Every month we will send you a reminder email to
let you know when your bill is available. Then, just log in to view your
bill. Select your payment type - credit card, debit card, or electronic
funds transfer - enter the information, and you are done!

You can even select the auto pay option, and your bill will be paid
automatically each month. Sign up today and see why so many people
consider this the best way to pay their bills.
To sign up, go to www.xpressbillpay.com and click on the Sign Up
button on the home screen.

QUESTIONS?
Please contact the City of Arlington Finance Department at 360-4033421 or finance@arlingtonwa.gov.

Census 2020 is Fast Approaching!

Every 10 years, the US Census Bureau undertakes a mammoth task:
counting all the people residing in the United States. The census is
not just data that is nice to have. Everyone in the 50 states, District
of Columbia, and the five US territories is required under the U.S.
Constitution to be counted in the 2020 census. This count affects the
allocation of funding for our community’s public resources such as
roads, hospitals, schools; how we plan for the future; and our voice in
government.

By April 1, 2020, every home in America will receive an invitation
to participate in the 2020 Census. You will have three options for
responding:
- Online
- By phone
- By mail.
The 2020 Census marks the first time you will have the option to
respond online. You can even respond on your mobile device. You can
respond to the 2020 Census in less time than it takes to finish your
morning coffee. You’ll still be able to respond by mail or by phone if you
choose.
To learn more about what to expect, visit 2020census.gov

City Experimenting with Speed Radar
Signs to Slow Traffic Speeds
The City of Arlington recently
installed “Your Speed Is” speed limit
signs on Cemetery Road. The new
signs are an experiment to see how
well they work in reducing speeds in
an area where the City has received
complaints about speeding. City
staff will be monitoring the speed
data gathered from the signs and
comparing it to data collected in
late 2018. If the signs are effective
in reducing speeds, we will be
considering their use in other
locations around the city.

The City has conducted over 20
speed studies in 2019 in response
to requests from residents and
businesses to increase patrols for
speeding. These studies can be conducted both covertly and openly,
depending on what type of equipment we deploy. The use of the covert
radar system is especially helpful because it captures drivers behavior
as it would naturally occur. The radar is typically deployed for a few days
and records the speeds of all vehicles traveling by the radar.
If a location has a high incidence of excessive speed violations, the Police
Department will initiate additional enforcement actions in the area.
The “high incidence of excessive speed” is dependent upon a number
of factors and the Department’s tolerance for speeding may vary. High
areas of concern are the presence of schools, pedestrians, or high traffic
volumes.

A large majority of the areas we have covertly monitored have very low
incidences of speed violations. In these cases, officers are still encouraged
to monitor speeding complaint areas as time allows. In the areas we have
found high incidences of speed violations, such as 211th Place NE and
207th St NE near Kent Prairie Elementary, we have initiated additional
enforcement actions.
You can see the results from these studies on our website at http://www.
arlingtonwa.gov/618/Speed-Studies. If you are interested in the City
deploying speed monitoring equipment in a neighborhood we have not
yet monitored, please contact us at info@arlingtonwa.gov.

Community Outreach Team Update
The City’s Community Outreach Team, comprised of Arlington Police
Officer Ken Thomas and a Snohomish County Social Worker, continues
to make significant strides in addressing the opioid epidemic in our
community. Since the program’s inception in April 2018, Arlington’s
team has made 789 contacts in our community. 117 substance abuse
assessments have been completed, 58 clients have secured housing, and
31 have completed substance abuse treatment.
A recent study completed by the Department of Social and Health
Services, Department of Commerce, and Snohomish County is showing
that the approach we are jointly taking with Snohomish County, the
City of Marysville, and other Snohomish County cities is demonstrating
promising results. Compared to the three months prior to enrollment,
participant engagement in substance use disorder treatment services
more than doubled, jail bookings and the average number of days jailed
decreased, and almost half of participants were re-housed. Ongoing
analyses is required to confidently assess the effectiveness of the program, but it is promising. The study is available at www.dshs.wa.gov/
sites/default/files/SESA/rda/documents/research-11-249.pdf .
Support the Community Outreach Team with Your Donations

The City’s Community Outreach Team has access to a small fund to
provide for the immediate basic needs to individuals that are ready to
take the step to stop the addiction to opiates and other drugs. The fund
is used to fill the gap of time between the time the individual makes the
decision to stop the addiction and when the individual can be connected to services. You can donate to the City’s Social Services Flex Fund to
help bridge the gap during this short amount of time. Donations are tax
deductible. Visit our website at www.arlingtonwa.gov/552/Donate.

Public Input Needed for Downtown
Corridor Sustainability Plan
The City of Arlington enjoys a vibrant downtown business core, with
a wide-variety of merchandise and services available to our residents,
the greater Stillaguamish Valley, and visitors.

The City of Arlington has worked hard over the last several years
on initiatives to revitalize the downtown corridor. In partnership
with the Downtown Arlington Business Association (DABA) and the
Stilly Valley Chamber of Commerce, we have organized, hosted, and
supported dozens of events that draw both residents and visitors
to our charming downtown. We have installed art work, seasonal
banners and flowers, repaved the City-owned merchants parking
lot, installed restrooms at Legion Park, installed lighting on street
trees, and are working to develop restrooms and a pocket park in
connection with the Innovation Center. Our partnerships with the
DABA, the Stilly Valley Chamber, and the Northwest Innovation Center
(NWIRC) have provided free training opportunities for all of our
business owners that have focused on growing small businesses and
marketing.
Downtown anchor stores such as Action Sports, Flowers by George,
The Blue Bird Cafe, The Stilly Diner, Bistro San Martin, Arlington
Hardware, and Arlington Pharmacy, continue to be the commercial
hub of our downtown core. These and other anchor businesses, along
with the public investments, have encouraged the growth of existing
businesses such as the Garden Center at Arlington Co-Op, and have
spurred the opening of new businesses such as Centennial Bar & Grill,
Hometown Candle Co., Moe’s on Olympic, Moe’s Lounge, Ava Rose,
Nostalgia, and Stilly Valley Collective (co-working space) in existing
storefronts. In early October this year, there were just three vacant
storefronts on Olympic Avenue and no vacancies in storefronts on
West Avenue. Our new and existing businesses have grown because
of the support local residents have of their hometown merchants
through their purchases. Your display of those purchases in your
homes and businesses, and on social media, have made Arlington a
destination for visitors to also invest in our downtown.
Still, we desire to develop a strategic long-term plan that achieves
retaining the character of the downtown, identifying improvements,
capitalizing on the Centennial Trail, expanding the physical main
street area, utilizing the main street programs, and identifying smart
growth initiatives.
The City of Arlington is contracting with Western Washington
University Sustainable Communities program to develop a plan for
the future of our treasured downtown.

We invite you to join us and share your ideas for downtown Arlington.
Imagine the Arlington downtown of the future, one that continues to
provide opportunities as a civic and economic center - what does this
look like for you?
We encourage you to share these on the City’s webpage on the
Downtown Corridor Sustainability Plan at
www.arlingtonwa.gov/downtownplan.

Ideas contributed through the website will be combined with the
input received at a downtown business workshop held in October
and a community workshop held in mid-November. Additional
opportunities for comments will be provided throughout the
development of the plan.

If you have any questions about the study, please contact Sarah Lopez,
Community Revitalization Project Manager, at 360-403-3448 or
slopez@arlingtonwa.gov.

Sign up for our weekly e-newsletters delivered to your email inbox.
Like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter
Visit our website to sign up for meeting notifications.
Questions? Email administration@arlingtonwa.gov. 360-403-3441
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Washington State Legislature - 39th Legislative District:
Senator Keith Wagoner, 360-786-7676, Keith.Wagoner@leg.wa.gov
Representative Carolyn Eslick, 360-786-7816, Carolyn.Eslick@leg.wa.gov
Representative Robert Sutherland, 360-786-7967,
Robert.Sutherland@leg.wa.gov

Snohomish County Executive Dave Somers
425-388-3050

Snohomish County Councilmember Nate Nehring
425-388-3494

WSDOT
206-440-4697

We believe that better solutions to this problem are available, but not funded.
You can help us raise awareness of the solutions that need to be built by
contacting our partners at WSDOT, Snohomish County, and the Washington
State Legislature.

Based on traffic studies conducted by WSDOT in 2016, 26,000 vehicles passed
through the section of SR-530 between Interstate 5 and Smokey Point Blvd.
Clearly, the capacity on SR-530 from Interstate 5 to SR-9 has not kept up with
the growth that is impacting all of north Snohomish County. The capacity
problem is something that the State, Snohomish County, the Stillaguamish
Tribe, and the City have all recognized that we must address collectively. A
more permanent solution to the increased traffic on SR-530 throughout this
corridor is being actively worked on by the Mayor, City Council, and City staff
with our partners at WSDOT, Snohomish County, the Stillaguamish Tribe, and
the Washington State Legislature.

The traffic safety issues at the SR-530 intersection with Smokey Point Blvd
developed more quickly than was anticipated in the studies completed prior
to nearby developments opening. These traffic safety issues required the
City to install the signal to provide safe passage for all vehicles until more
permanent fixes can be constructed.

We have heard concerns about the new signal’s activation and increased
traffic backups on the off-ramps from Interstate 5 to SR-530. WSDOT’s
signals at the end of the off-ramps initially had timing issues. WSDOT
technicians addressed the timing issue quickly in response to the City’s
requests. WSDOT continues to monitor traffic through the area and will adjust
the traffic signals to maximize traffic flow through the area.

The temporary signal at the SR-530 and Smokey Point Blvd intersection was
installed to address traffic safety issues at that intersection. The City worked
closely with Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT),
Snohomish County, and the Stillaguamish Tribe to implement an interim
solution and reduce further property damage and injury. We appreciate the
tireless work by the City of Arlington’s Public Works staff, including Public
Works Director Jim Kelly and City Engineer Ryan Morrison, with their work
with WSDOT to reach this stage.

One of the highest priority projects for the Mayor and City Council was
completed in early October with the activation of the temporary traffic signal
on SR-530 at Smokey Point Boulevard.

Temporary Signal on SR-530 at Smokey
Point Blvd Activated

