
Historical 
Highlights of 
Smokey Point



Rex’s Corner
&

The Smokey 
Point Café

 2



This picture is taken looking North at the 
intersection of 172nd and Smokey Point Blvd. 
Van’s Tavern is on the left, and the Smokey 

Point Café is on the right.

Rite Aid and the Arco Gas Station now reside 
in these locations.
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Washington  
Co-Operative 
Chick 
Association

The following excerpts are from: 

100 Years of Arlington WA  Vol 4
By Shirley Prouty     
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The two-year old daughter of Thomas Rhodda, fleet attendant of the Washington Co-operative Egg 
& Poultry Association, stands on the gasoline tank of one of the organization’s trucks.
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Lark Haven 
Racing Stables

Photographs & historical content courtesy of: 
Neil Knutson & Family

Pictured in background: Lark Haven Farm’s “Our Steelie” win picture at Longacres in 1961



Clarence & Mildred 
Swanson of Seattle 
embarked on a dream in 
1950, acquiring 50 acres in 
the Smokey Point area to 
craft a weekend retreat and 
have a farm, thus beginning 
the story of Lark Haven 
Farm. 

Around 1952, Mildred 
wanted to add horses and 
goats to the farm, so 
Clarence purchased a few 
thoroughbred racehorses 
for her,  and by the late 
1950’s the horses were 
racing at Longacres… and 
winning. 

The picture is taken facing West. 
Hwy 99 (Smokey Point Blvd.) is at the 
bottom of the picture. The 50-acre farm 
was located south of 180th St NE of what 
is now called Pony Estates. 



Aerial view 
of Lark
Haven Horse 
Farm 

The picture is taken 
facing directly above 
the NW corner of 
the Airport. Lark 
Haven Farm is 
visible on the left 
side of the picture.



Clarence had out-buildings constructed and 
converted an existing old barn into two 
apartments to house Mildred’s father (Nels 
Knutson) and the farm and horse caretakers, 
John and Edna Miller. A round barn was built 
to house the horses, and an oval racetrack was 
built. 

A trainer was secured and the horses were 
running in races at Longacres Racetrack in 
Renton and Golden Gate Fields racetrack in 
California, to name a few. 

Clarence became a member of the board of 
directors for Longacres in the 1960’s. He 
generously donated thousands of dollars in 
racehorse winnings to the American Cancer 
Society.



Pictured Left: The Round Barn at Lark Haven
Pictured Right: The Round Barn, paddocks, and outbuildings
Circa 1960



Pictured Left: The racetrack at Lark Haven
Pictured Right: Paddocks and outbuildings inside the track
Circa 1960



Lark Haven Farm racehorse win pictures from Longacres



Lark Haven Farm racehorse win pictures from Longacres





Wig Wam
Restaurant



The Wig Wam 
Restaurant was 
built by Art Horey 
in 1947. It was a 
fountain 
restaurant serving 
burgers, soda, etc. 

The picture is taken 
facing southeast at the 
intersection of Smokey 
Point Blvd. and 188th 
St. NE. The restaurant 
was located where the 
Arlington Massage 
Therapy and Wellness 
building is now 
located. 



References

• Pictures and news articles: Stillaguamish Valley Pioneer Association and Pioneer Museum volunteers

• WA Co-Operative Chick Association and Rex’s Corner excerpts from: 100 Years of Arlington WA, Volume 4 by 
Shirley Prouty pgs. 30-45 

     (100 Years of Arlington WA, Volumes 1-4 generously donated by the Stillaguamish Pioneer Museum to the City of Arlington)

• Newspaper articles: Arlington Times Newspaper Archives

• Lark Haven Racing Stables historical pictures and family information: Neil Knutson and family

• Washington Co-Operative Egg & Poultry Association truck picture: Wisconsin Historical Society, 
www.wisconsinhistory.org

• Historical maps: Snohomish County First 100 Years Online Interactive Map (1927,1934,1940,1952) 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/PublicInformation/index.html?appid=d88679dd9d04410f806546b0d7f776f2



Thank 
You
City of Arlington 
Community & Economic Development 
Department 

This slide show was created for the Smokey Point Community Park Grand Opening 
Spring 2025
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