POLLUTION
PREVENTION FOR
BUSINESSES

Auto Repair

Automotive repair facilities generate a variety of wastes
that may be hazardous.

This guide provides important reminders relating to hazardous waste generated by auto
repair businesses.

Dispose of Hazardous Waste Properly

Recycle oil, oil filters, and antifreeze. Never mix hazardous wastes, and label all
hazardous materials clearly. Use a licensed hazardous waste vendor or self-haul to the
Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Station.

Clean Up and Prevent Spills and Leaks

Use drip pans and ground cloths under vehicles. Drain and recycle fluids from leaking
vehicles as soon as possible. Train employees on spill prevention and response
procedures. Keep a fully stocked spill kit accessible.

Cleaning Auto Parts
Arrange drip pans, drying racks, and drain boards so the fluids are directed into a
holding tank. Recycle used solutions through a licensed hazardous waste hauler.

Operate a Clean, Dry Shop and Dumpster Area

Sweep, mop, or vacuum instead of hosing down garage floors or outdoor work areas.
Keep dumpster areas clean and the lids closed. Do not fill dumpster with liquid waste or
hose them out.

Protect Outdoor Work and Storage Areas
Cover equipment, materials, and work/storage areas. All hazardous waste stored
outside must be stored undercover and in secondary containment.

Used Oil

Do not mix oil with other waste. Your business can either hire a hazardous waste
vendor, self-haul to the Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Station, or burn onsite in an
appropriate furnace.

Spent Antifreeze

Antifreeze may contain ethylene glycol, a toxic substance. Drain antifreeze from
radiators and heater cores soon to prevent spills. If spent antifreeze is recycled, it
does not need to be counted or manifested as a hazardous waste.

Brake Fluid

Shops occasionally deal with small amounts of brake fluid. Because brake fluid
is not crude-based, it shouldn’t be added to used oil. Due to toxicity, brake fluid
is typically hazardous. It also becomes hazardous when contaminated with
chlorinated solvents from spray can brake cleaner.

Parts Washer (Solvents)
Used parts washer solvent often becomes dangerous waste. The solvent itself
can often be recycled but likely must be managed as dangerous waste.

Shop Towels

If your towels are being laundered by a vendor, they do not need to be managed
and counted as a hazardous waste. If your towels are being disposed of, they are
considered hazardous waste if they fail hazardous waste tests (ignitable, toxic,
etc.) or have solvents on them.

Aerosol Cans

Aerosol cans (brake cleaner, carburetor cleaner, etc.) that are not completely
empty may designate as hazardous waste. Empty cans can be disposed as a
solid waste or scrap metal.

Oil Filters

Used oil filters can be processed to recycle both the used oil and steel remains.
To drain, puncture the top of the filter, turn upside down for 24 hours into a
suitable container, or crush the filter to force the oil and sludge out. Properly
drained oil filters can be recycled as scrap metal.
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